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President George Bush was scheduled to visit Panama for five hours on June 11, en route the Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Opposition leaders, students and relatives of the victims from the
December 1989 US invasion announced a series of protest actions to coincide with the visit. June 5:
Isabel Corro, president of a committee of relatives of persons killed during the invasion, filed a suit
in the Attorney General's Office charging President Bush with 29 criminal counts in connection with
his role in ordering the invasion. Corro said that as soon as Bush arrives in Panama, he should be
arrested and brought to trial. In statements to reporters, Corro asserted that over 2,000 Panamanians
were killed during the invasion. US and Panamanian government officials maintain that 345
Panamanian soldiers and civilians and 23 US soldiers were killed. Corro added that Panamanian
prisons are filled with "patriots" who fought to defend national independence. In the wake of the
invasion, some 54 civilians and military personnel associated with the Noriega government were
jailed. June 8: US Southern Command spokespersons reported that three unidentified persons fired
eight shots at a sentry post near an entrance to the Albrook Air Base. No injuries were reported
in the attack. In a communique, the M-20 rebel group claimed responsibility for the shooting
incident at Albrook. The statement called on Panamanians to protest President Bush's visit, which it
characterized as a "humiliating affront." June 9: Hundreds of student protesters set up barricades on
the main streets of Panama City, blocking traffic for several hours. Anti-riot police were deployed to
the area to disperse the protesters and dismantle the barricades. According to police spokespersons
eight student protesters were arrested. Dozens of protesters rallied in front of the US Embassy in
Panama City calling for an "end to judicial terrorism" and release of civilians and former military
personnel jailed following the invasion. Ten protesters temporarily chained themselves to the
building. In Washington, DC, a White House spokesperson commented that the protest actions
proved that "now it is possible to protest in Panama without getting your head split, as happened
under Noriega." Revolutionary Student Front (FER) members set up barricades in the capital and
shouted anti-Bush slogans. FER spokespersons told reporters that security forces had arrested
student leader Salomon Samudio for promoting protests against Bush's visit. They maintained
that the detention was an attempt to intimidate student leaders into suspending planned protests.
Hundreds of student protesters obstructed traffic for several hours on roads leading into the capital.
June 10: Police spokespersons told reporters that three unidentified assailants had ambushed a
vehicle transporting US troops on the highway which connects Panama City and the Atlantic port
city of Colon. One US soldier was shot to death and another was seriously wounded. In addition,
a civilian child was wounded. In Washington, President Bush condemned the attack on the US
soldiers. About 40 student protesters threw molotov cocktails at a temporary stage set up in Panama
city's Plaza Porras where Bush was scheduled to deliver a speech during his visit. The red, white
and blue bunting draped around the structure caught fire and was partly destroyed. Police used
tear gas to disperse the crowds of students and at least six people were arrested. At the University
of Panama, hundreds of student demonstrators set up barricades of burning tires. A car which
protesters said belonged to a US national was set on fire and destroyed and protesters painted
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anti-US graffiti on campus buildings. One FER student leader told reporters that a delegation
of university students had occupied the rector's office to demand that university officials issue a
formal declaration condemning Bush's visit. Anti-riot police deployed to the area used tear gas to
disperse the protesters. The University of Panama academic council issued a statement declaring
Bush "persona non grata" and denouncing his visit as "an insensitive act." The Education Ministry
canceled classes in an effort to discourage students from participating in demonstrations planned
for June 11. White House officials reiterated that the disturbances in Panama City would not alter
plans for Bush's visit. The Revolutionary Democratic Party (PRD) released a statement expressing
its "energetic rejection" of Bush's visit, which it characterized as a "humiliation" for the nation. June
11: Shortly before noon, President Bush and First Lady Barbara Bush arrived in Panama City amidst
tight security measures. Police sealed off parts of the city in an effort to prevent further violence.
The US delegation proceeded to the Las Garzas presidential palace where President Bush and
counterpart Guillermo Endara held a brief meeting. Demonstrators arrived at the Plaza Porras hours
before President Bush was scheduled to speak where they set up barricades and burned tires. After
the arrival of the US delegation to the Plaza Porras, Panama City Mayor Mayin Correa delivered
an address welcoming President Bush. Before Correa was able to finish her speech, anti-riot police
lobbed tear gas canisters and began firing their weapons at a group of nearby demonstrators.
President Bush and his delegation were forced to leave the podium after suffering from the effects
of tear gas. Witnesses said that police beat demonstrators and made at least a dozen arrests. In
statements to US troops and their families at the Albrook Air Base, Bush dismissed the Plaza Porras
incident, indicating that it was nothing more than a "tiny left-wing demonstration." He said, "Don't
let it disturb you. The plaza where we came from, there's a history there of protest and also vigil. But
today that plaza is the people's park. And I wish every one of you could have seen the welcome we
had before a handful of characters tried to disrupt it all." In statements to reporters, Panama City
Mayor Mayin Correa blamed the Plaza Porras incident on overreaction by police. She asserted that
very few of those present at the event were demonstrators and that the police response served to
escalate the situation rather than contain it. Correa also criticized police chief Oswaldo Fernandez
for being out of the country during President Bush's visit. (Basic data from Notimex, 06/09/92;
Agence France-Presse, 06/08-10/92; Associated Press 06/10/92, 06/11/92; Agencia Centroamericana
de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 06/05/92, 06/08-11/92; Spanish news service EFE, 06/09-11/92;
Deutsche Press Agentur, 06/11/92)
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